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Preparation for the Major (25 units) 
 

Four lower division courses (20 units) from Political Science 10, Introduction to 
Political Theory; 20, World Politics; 30, Politics and Strategy; 40, Introduction to American 
Politics; and  50 or 50R, Introduction to Comparative Politics. These lower division courses 
are requisites to upper division courses and 10, 20, 30 & 6, 40, and 50 are required in 
those fields designated as the concentration and distributions. PS 6 or 6R along with PS 30 
is required for a concentration or distribution in Field V, Methods and Models.  
 

One statistics course (5 units) from Political Science 6 or 6R, Anthropology M80, Econ 
41, Geography M40, Social Sciences 40, Sociology M18, Statistics 10 or 10A, Statistics 11 
(formerly Econ M40 and Statistics M11), Statistics M12, and Statistics M21C. PS 6 or 6R 
may be taken for credit and is not considered a repeat of content if another of the listed 
statistics courses has already been taken. (CEEB SAT I AND SAT II ARE NOT APPLICABLE 
TOWARD THE STATISTICS REQUIREMENT)    
 

All courses must be taken for a letter grade.  THE PREPARATION FOR THE MAJOR MUST BE 
COMPLETED BY 135 UNITS.  Advanced Placement units are not included.  The deadline is 
135 plus AP units. You must complete all pre-major courses with a 2.0 grade point average. 
Admission to the major is granted only after successful completion of all lower division 
requirements by 135 units.   
 

The Major (56 units) 
 

Ten upper division courses (40 units) distributed as follows: 
 

• A concentration in one field by completing the lower division course and four upper 
division courses from fields I, II, III, or IV, or V. 

• A distribution in two other fields by completing the lower division course and two upper 
division courses in each of those fields (four upper division courses). 

• Two additional upper division electives in Political Science. 
 
The College of Letters and Science requires that 6 of the 10 upper division Political Science courses be taken 
at UCLA.  Courses taken in the Center for American Politics and Public Policy Program (CAPPP) and UCLA 
Summer Sessions including the UCLA Summer Study Travel program are considered part of the 6 courses 
required in residence at UCLA.  Education Abroad Program (EAP) courses do not count toward meeting the 
department residence requirement. 
 

Four upper division Allied Field courses (16 units) in one or two of the following 
social sciences: Anthropology, Communication Studies (scroll to page 3 of this on line 
document), Economics, Geography, History, Management (only Management 150 and 190), 
Psychology, and Sociology.  The four Allied Field courses may be taken in one social science, 
but not more than two social sciences and all must be taken for a letter grade.  By petition 
courses offered by multi-disciplinary academic departments/units with social science 
content may be applied toward this requirement.  
 

Note:  Courses 119, 139, 149, 169, and 179 are variable topic courses that may be taken 
more than once under different titles.  These courses may be applied no more than twice 
toward the field concentration requirement and no more than three may be applied toward 
the major.  Courses 194, 195, 191H, 198A, 198B, and 199 may not be applied toward 
either the concentration or distribution requirements.  All courses must be taken for a letter 
grade and you must maintain an overall 2.0 grade-point average in all lower and upper 
division Political Science courses. 




